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E R ſince I had the Heppinef of peru- 
E ſing the Works of our ingenuous Clergy, 
in reference to our unhappy Differences, I have 
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always conceiv d ſuch 4 juſt Veneration for our 
excellent Eft abliſhment, in every Part of it, a 
render d me ſomething impatient of hearing it 
oppos'd wherever I came. The Agreeableneſs of 


its Dorines, ¶ without either Addition or Di- 
minution ) to that only Rule of Faith, the Bi- 
ble; The Confiftency of its Government with 
the Apoſtolical Times; The Decency and Order 


of its Diſcipline and Ceremonies, did ever ap- 
pear to me ſo evidently "conſpicuous, that I 


thought, ( witbout detracting from am) it Fair- 


ly merited the Title, of the beſt conſtituted 


| Charch in the World; and was always ſo ſen- 


fibly affetted at the ſtrange Unreaſonableneſi of 


thoſe that deſert its Communiap, that when> . 
ever I had the leaſt Opportunity, I was ver, 


pripenſe to expreſs my Reſentments to them. 


Among ſt the many Conteſts that theſe Princi. 
pies, back d with ſuch a Temper, expod n U 
dont know any on? ſingle Perſon, more conti: 
bated to the number, than Mr. a mond, the - © 
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_— The PREFACE 5+ 
=_ immediate Cauſe of the following Conference: 
=_ For after I had cantracted an intimate A- 
—_— int ance with him; funding him altogether 
= 2 from. that Moroſeneſs and Auſterity of Di/- 
$ poſition, (which I have often —_ , generally 
In clouds the Well. meaning of ſuch unhappy, ſuch 
—= deluded Perſons) it gave me ſome Encourage- 
= - ment, that poſſibly, in Time, he might be made 
44 ſenſible of his Miſtakes ; and in proceſs thereof, 
"= my Reaſons had that happy Aſcendancy over him, 
We as to make him confeſi, I had fairly convint'd 
43 him, and that nothing ſbou d hinder his ſtrict Aa- 
1 heſion to the Church of England, in caſe Iwog'd 
- 3 ſtand by what I had ſaid to him, before Hr. Kirby. 
5 _ . Tho' I might, (without any juit Cauſe of Re- 
; $45 flection) have very eaſily declin'd acting corre- 
4 onde nt to this his Requeſt, by alledging myTouth, 
v, and ſeveral other Perſonal Diſadvant ages, I ne- 
N ceſſarily lay under, yet ſo well aſſur d I mas of the 
3 Copercy of thoſe . I had offer'd to him, 


that I was not in the leaſt fearful of their ſtand- 


ing the Teſt, of even the ſubtileſt Sophiftry; and 


therefore, after I had juſt mention'd theſe things 
to him, I readily comply d with his Deſire, and 
told him, I would attend Mr. Kirby at any Time, 
only deſiring, before I actually ergag d ina Diſpute 
with him, I mig bit have alittle preview Mot ict 


H it, which he promis d me, ſo me both determin'd 


to proceea agreeable to theſe R. ſolutions. 
After about a Month, or thereabouts, had paſia 

without any likelihood of Matters being brought 

to an iſſue, I acciacntall; came io Mr. Amond“ 


: | Houſe, 
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The P E "7 
Houſe, where I found Mr. Kirby; pon which,” 
having diſcharg d my ſelf. of all that Sarprize, 
and Palpitat ion of Heart, that in fach 4 Caſe 
wos d naturally aſſault One of my Age and Cir- 
cumſt ances, I commenc'd theDiſpute, as bereafter 
re, SE RMIT 0 IG 


As to the Fuſt ice of 


of my proceedure, in this Ac- 
count, with reſpect to Mr. Kirby, I can ſolemnly 
make Affidavit : That after the moſt attentive 
Recollection I cou d poſſivly make, 'both of the 
matter, and manner of his Arguments: I indea- 
vour d to Write them down, to the utmoſt of my 
Memory, in his omu Mords; bat when ] found my 
ſelf fail d by them: I took really very particular 
Care, that his Reaſons might not be Repreſent- 
ed, under the diſadvantage of a worſe Stile, than 
| he deliver 'd them in; and ] have that Opinion 
F his Ingenuity, that I dont believe, he will 
Charge me, with any ways Diſſembling the force 
of his Arguments; either, as to the Matter, or 
| Phraſe of them: Tho I muſt confeſs, (as that 
great Moralift Seneca, long ago obſerv'd) that, 
Nunquam fine querela, tanguntur Agra. For 
when Mens Paſſions, have unhappily prevail d 
upon them, to maintain any Error: Aud (10 
ſveak ſoftly) their Intereſts cblige them to per- 
fiſt tn them, ag ainſt the cleareſt Conviftions ; it 
is no wonder, that he that endeavours toredtify 
their Miſtakes, finds no other reward for his 
pains, than ſevere Reflections, and diſis genubus 
Cavils, But what Aſcendancy ſoc der, ſuch vile 
Motives may have on ſome Mens Minds, jet that 
e | little. 
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vi The PREFACR. 


little Converſation I have had with Mr. Kirby, 
has given Birth to better Thoughts in me of him, 


and therefore however, I may be treated by others, 
1 am not very apprehenſive of him,who notwtiths 


ſtanding the prejudices of his Opinion, has e- 
7 axary theNatural ſweetneſs of his Di ſpoſition: 
Appears at leaſt, to mean- well, and be a Perſon 


that can be Civil, even to an Antagoniſt, which 


to my knowledge is not common, in Men of his 


Character. 

Tho it ſbou d be granted, upon what has been 
ſaid, that I have done Mr. Kirby Jaſtice, in 
mhat immediately refers to what he ſaid: Tet 
probably it may be ſuggeſted,; that I may have 
made * Additional Improvement to what I 
ſaid, either by ſome freſh, and more conſider d 
Arguments, or ſome Imbelliſhments of Stile, 
with which, I was unprovided with, cx tempo- 


re. But to this, Ican ſincerely rejojyn, that if 


any had the leaſt advantage of this Nature, by 
this Tranſcription, it will be found on Mr. 
Kirby's fide ; and that 'tis in every part of it, 
really what I call it, AN IMPARTIAL 
ACCOUNT,:&c. 1 5 


Huving given the Reader hitherto, a Com- 
penaious Hiſtory, of the occaſion and manner of 


this Conference : It may not be altogether im- 


proper to inform him, that ſince the Writing of 


theſe Papers, I have again ſeen Mr. Kirby, and 
had ſome Diſpute with him, concerning a Natis 
onal Charch; But ſhou'd I here ind:avour to 
a:count for what he offer'd as a Rexjon, to prove 


a Nas 


- I I» — — 


it wou'd make this Paper appear, rather a 


(tho I did it with all the Candor in the World.) 


Satyr, 
than a Preface. For his Reaſon (as I told im) 


was of that Mature, that it not only deſtroy'd 
the being of a National, but his own ; nay, that 
Church which our Lord made, when he Inſtitu- 


ted the Sacrament; and I believe upon cool 


| thinking, he himſelf will be of my Mind, and 


efteem me one, who can Omit what wou'd afford 


me à very fair Opportunity of Triamph. 


I ſuppoſe I need not take much pains, to in- 


form the Reader, that I have no Intereſt in of. 


fering theſe Papers tothe Preſs : For the Age 
ſo abounds with Learned Performances, not only © 
upon other, but this Subject, that I ſhall efteem 


it an ample Reward, if I eſcape without a Pub. 


lick Errata of my Defects. | 
| This tho, I hape will recommend me to my 
Friends, that however defective I may appear, 


in ſuch an Afﬀair : Tet my Deſign was Good, and 


reſolutely proſecuted ; ana has been ſucceſsful, 
in the Perſon of Mr. Amond, who has for 4 
conftderatle time, given publick Demonſtrat:- 
ons, of his being a Member of the Church of 
England. Iwou'd not have it thought, that 
this Succeſs, has ſo far fluſh'd me, as to render 
me inſenſible, that even the moſt accurate Pieces 
of this Nature, no ſooner appear in Public: 
view, but they are immediately ſubject, not only 
to the nice Inſpections of the inzenioas ; but io 
the ſurly Caſtizations,of a parcel of Buzzing in- 
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1: 
4 4 


The 'PREFACE vi 
4 National Church, to be no Church of Chriſt, | 
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viii The PREFACE” 

lipid Drones ; who are never wanting of the” 
ſtinging, whatever they are of the extratting' 
Facuſty. And therefore, I am ſo far from" 


thinking this attempt, will adminiſter the leaſt 
Opportunity of advancing my Intereſt, or ſoot 5. 


ing my Ambition : That probably the moſt Sa. 
gacious and indulgent of my Friends, may 


eſteem it the beſt excuſe that they tan make for 


me, to impute it to be one of the Sallies of that 
Levity and Vanity, that is common to my Tears.” 


In fine, did not the conſideration, that God 


Almighty often makes uſe of the meaneſt Inſtra- 


ments, in projecuting the nobleſt End: And the | 
aefire I have of offer ing my. poor Mite, to the. 
Service ans Intreft of our Church, and Kingdoms 
Peace: (by tnaravouring to Erace thoſe unhappy 
prejudices, ſom? have contractea againſt the for. 


Mind, than the abjett affetF ation of adulatory 
Encomiums, or the gratification of ſome private 


per ſonal Picque: Theſe Papers had been as obſcure 


as their Author; for how Averſe ſoever I may 


be, to the perzicions Princip es of ſome Ae; 
ii Tean fi nerely atelare, | wiſh well to the Per- 


/ons of all Mankind, without exception. Br 


fear I'm prolix, and therefore ſhall diſmiſs my 


Reader; having already, too much intraded up- 


on his Patience, | 


F 


AN: 


the _ | | A N Ry 
my LMPARTIAL ACCOUNT 
| 1 en 


Gi | CONFERENCE, oe. 


| the | TFTER common Cere- 
| the. | | monies, and ſome trivial 
om 5 had paſs d 
57 between us, I part icular- 
| [7 | ty addreſsd Is to 
1 my Mr. Kirby to this effect. : 
ie Sir, I had the Happineſs 
PET Y | | of hearing you preach a 
an . —— Sermon concerning IN- 
eure ; FANT BAPTDM,alic- 
in Mile while ago. Upon this he ask'd me where? 
e; Which having told him, he ſaid, I ſuppoſe you did 
Per- Wt then bear me ſay any thing for Infant-Baptilm ? 


Ac this I ſmil'd, and ſaid, FI bad, I fbox'd bave 
een as much ſurpriz d, as I was to ſee the TWO Tables 


Bat 1 


rn f the Decalogue placd on each file 
ebe Decalogue placd on each de 
2a wp „Palit; and believe your Auditory The Reaſon of 


V bave been as much ſurpriz'd an ps e 

After this Mr Amond ſaid, 94% Meetings 

ir, 718 young Man « the Canſe of my Houſe. 5 
Doubts, and therefo e I ba de deſired 

| lum to hav ſome Diſcnurſe with you, which, with ſome 

nig be b# gn. TO whom Mr Kirby fe- 

25 * „ 7 3 4; 
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Diſpu te, to prove your Negative. 


which deny d the Being of a GOD. Now we 


prov d, that there was no GOD. Bur, however, 
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ply⸗ 4 Very wel. Then I ſaid, Since Mr. Amond „ 
xs pl : d to Fat ber bu Doubts upon me, I mutt endea- 


Derr, to acccunt for them, as well as I can. Here 15 
Mr. Kirby feem d ready to attend to what I wou'd BW 
ſay, ſo I proceeded, viz. 3 MA 
$ . You cannot be inſenſible of the Senſe 
of dd ie Church of England, (and, indeed, of all | 
the 1<formed Churches) in this Point; her Ar- W 


ticle: being publick to the View of any One. | 
Now I profeſs my ſelf a Member of the Church WM 
of Es gland, and therefore fince you deny what | 
She aiTerts, you are bound, by all the Rules of 


0 


Mr. K. I deny that, you ought to prove it 
lawful. | _ 
S. He that dentes a received Opinion, ( as is 
this of Infant Baptiſm) ought, by all the Rules of 
Legick, to prove that Opinion falſGſ. 
Mr. R. You don't talk as if you underſtood 
Logick. You ought to prove it true. 
S. Suppoſe here was an Arbeit in this Room, 


all, no doubt, take the Being of a GOD for 
granted ; therefore he's oblig'd, ſince he denies 
1t, to prove there is no GOD. | 
Mr. K. There is no fach Thing as proving a 
Negative. You ought to prove there is a GON, 
S. I muſt confeſs, according to that fmall No- 
tion I had of Logick, I thought he ought to have 


J will give you your Choice, either I will prove 
Infant-Baptiſm law ful, or you ſhall prove it un- 
lawful. . 1 | ws 1. 

Mr R. You prove it la wu. 

S. That we may proceed with all poſlible 
Clearneſs, Til engage my ſelf to make good 
tkeſe Three Propoſitions, viz. Fe 

7 > 4 | PROP. I. 


4 


wy DV ON "i, FE" 1 P of Ck ey * 
: » g 4 : 
5 
£ j 
” ” 
"i f i * * 
* * * . 
» 71 . 
* a 8 C & * 
* * 
LY - 
% 


PROP. I.-That Infants are poſitively commanded ** 
to be Baptized, _ l FL Be . 


2 


PROP. II. That Infants are capable Subjects of 
Baptiſm. And, 8 3 


PROP. III. That 14 Lighly neceſary to Naptize 
them, and higl)y dangerom to omit iti. Are 
theſe ſufficient ? _ 


 Mr..R, Ay! Ay! Prove them, and tis enough. 

S. Pray Mr. Amond be ſo kind as to help mg to 
a Bible. | Upon which be gave me one. | | 

Mr. K By Infants you mean ſuch as are car- 4 
ried in the Arms? Becauſe I don't know what 
you may mean by an Infant. „„ 
111 En 

Mr. K. Very well. | 

S. The Text I urge to prove my Firit PRO- 
550 POSITION is this, Mat. xxviii. 19. Go Je there- 
7 fore, reach all Nations, baptix ing them, &c. Now I 
thus argue, All Nations are commanded to be 
baptized: Children are a Part of Nations; there- 
fore Children are commanded to be baptized. 


n Now, Sir, your Anſwer. „ 
Mr. R. It is ſaid, Teach all Nations, before you 
ave baptize them. Teaching is here made pre. requi- 
re to Baptiſm, But Children are incapable” of 
ove. . being Taught; therefore they are not here com- 
; Funded to be Baptized. 


"iS S. I have been credibly inform'd, that this 
N Place, might, with more agreement to the O- 
üble Neinal, be render d thus, Diſciple, or Proſehre all 
ood ent, and not Teach them; if we conſider th 
5 Vor das only ſignifying inſtructing them. | 
= = EL Ea 


* | Mr, K, 
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Mr. K. Diſciple all Nations i. e. Bring thew to 
the Faith, inſtruct them, urge them to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt. This is all to the ſame effet 


S. Then the Word Teac, here, may be pro- 


perly render d Diſciple, or Preſelyte? You'll ad- 


r ” 


"Mr. X. Yes. 1 | 3 
Then we may render the Words thus, Go 
Dilc:vle,, or Proſelyte all Nations, how ? by baptizing 
then m the Name, &c. as was the manner of the 
Fews, when they made a Child a Proſelyte, they 
Smmes'd the Child in the Water. EE 
* Mr. K. Who told you ſo? a 

S. Doctor Hammond. - 


{| Here there bappen d ſome Conſufron, of which-l 
555 give no other account, but that he 'would 
not admit the Text to bear that Senſe, and | 
tboug bt it vu d. So I paß d this by, and pro- 
ceeded. | n . 


„S. I wou'd willingly underſtand you, Sir, 
© Your Argument, I think, is this, Teaching 
ought to preceed Bapriſm : but Children can- 
not be Taught ; therefore they ought not to 
'F = Baptized. Kt. apprehend you right, don't I 
Mr, X. Yes. | | 12 

S. Now I conceive, that this Text is ſo fat 
from proying that Teaching ought to preceed 

aptiſm ; that it intimates quite the contrary by 
your own Argument, For if the Word Teach in 
the beginning of the Verſe, * may be render 
Diſciple, or Proſelyte, (as you confeſs. it may) 
then are they Commanded in this Text. (it we 
con ſult the order of Words) to be firſt Baptized 
and ten Taught ; Go Biptixe all Natjons, Los. 

8 l * them 
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| thew to obſerve; &. as you may ſee in the next - 


Verſe; ſo that here, they are to be T aught, af 
ter they were Baprized. 


Mr. K. I know that, who denies it ? to be fas i 
they muſt be Dane after Baptiſm, as well 25 


before. 


Here was a little ſort of 4 Feud, a which 25 | 


little material paſs d; only 1 laid, that Teaching 
_—_ not by theſe Wards be inferr'd, neceſſarily 


o preceed Baptiſm: And be thought it cud; _ 
þ we (to che belt of my Memory) 


n by. Aud went on.) 
8. But we'll omit this, and conſider the w ords 


in two diſtinct Propoſitions, as they lye before 


us, Viz, Go Teach, and Baptize. Now I Argue, it 
is 'granted, Children are incapable of being 
taught: : But Children are capable of being 
tized ; ergo, &c. 
wh K. "There are three ſorts of Perſons, that 
never were intended by this Commiſion to be 
Ae (who were all a Part of Nations) Fools, 
ad Men, and Children. Your own Clergy 


wont Baprize 4 E ool, or a Mad-Man; : and ir . 
certain, that an Infant is as Incapable, as either 
olf them. 


S. It is very certain, that Children are inch 
ded in this Command ; but whether they are ca- 


pable Subjects of it, comes more immediately 
under my next Propoſition; and therefore — 


you pleaſe we'll proceed to that. 


Mc. R. The Children of Infidel are a part f 1 2 
Nations: What! mult they be Baptized? +> 
S. No, only ſuch as are Born of Believing e 


Parents. 
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Mr. K. Why then I will bring two Infants of a S. 
Month Old. the one a Chriſtian's, and the other firſt 
an Infidels Child: And I defie the Learnedſt Lor 
Man in the World to diſtinguiſh them. How we, 
tien ſhall I know, which of theſe I ought to Hear 
Baptize, ſince there is no viſible difference be- - _ 

I 


tween them? „ 1 | 
S. Your Rule is, the Profeſſion of them that 0 f 
offer them to be Baptized. But I muſt needs tell 


vou, asking of Queſtions, is not ſolving of Dif- S. 
ficuities. This is not Diſputing when all's done. tion 
Mr K. The Papiſts Baptize Bells, they are 3 For 
part of Nations: Mhat! muſt they be Baptized? the « 
S. They are not Humane Creatures. | The/e and 4 muſt 
4 great Mary more Queſt ions to this effect, Mr. Kirby poſit 
pur to we, which a: preſent I can't recollett ; being ſome- may 
t bing Confus'd, at his ſtarting them, So after ſome time Con 
bad pals d, in mutual Wranglmps 1 ſaid. } If you elpe: 
pleafe ir, we will proceed to the Second Pro- Con 
ion 2 „ is no 
Mr. K. You han't prov'd your firſt yet. 2 f 
| This be often repeated throng bout the Conference, only 
| Vit h an Air of Triumph.] 1 ro ſuf 
7 5 e „ they 
8. If I bart T will. Come pray Sir, lets be Bapt 
Direct. Baptixe all Nations, is this a true Propoſi- ly A 
tion? 555 im. 
ar K Yes. {© : e 1 
S. Children are a Part of Nations, is thi : 
T 
S. Therefore Children are commanded to be to be 
N e { Here we wrangl d for 4 confiderable time, Ear t. 
— 8 7 a om M prin eau Fg 845 
3 85 ncapacity of an Infant for Baptiſm, | 
1 ſhail acrount for them under the Second = oſs 4 4 is Shall 


 Fhcintc1im, we proceeded as follows. 
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S. I muſt needs add, as a further Proof df my 
firſt Propoſition, theſe Words of out Bleſſed 
Lord; Meat. 19. 14) Suffer little Children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch i the Kingdom of 
Heaven. a RT Er FOe cos | | | 
Mr. K. It is the ſtrangeſt thing in the World to 


me, that ever any Man ſhou'd bring this Text 


to prove Infant-Baptiſm : For the Text does not 
ſo much as mention Bapriſm at all! 


S. Ic muſt be confeſs d, that it does not men- 


tion Baptiſm; but it very ftrongly implyes it. 
For if Baptiſm be an Innitiatory Sacrament, and 
the only way, (as far as we know) by which we 
muſt come to Chriſt; ſince Children are here 
poſitively Commanded to come to Chriſt: Ie 
may be very naturally inferr'd, that they are here 

Commanded te be Baptized, in order ſo to do; 
eſpecially if it be conſider d, that we are here 
Commanded, to ſuffer toem to come to him; now it 


is not eaſy to conceive, why our Lord ſhou d bid 


us ſuffer them, &c. In caſe he had not meant 
that we ſhou'd Baptize them: That being the 


only way, by which we cou'd properly be ſaid, 


to ſuffer them to come unto bim. For if he deſign d 
they ſhou'd come to him any other way, bur by 
Baptiſm: Certainly he had never fo particular- 
ly Addreis'd himſelf to us; to ſuffer them to come to 
m. Suffer little Chilaren to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, 8c. Beſides, that thoſe which our Bleſſed = 
Lord himſelf, Pronounc'd capable of his Church 
Triumphant in Heaven, ſhou'd be thought unfit 
to be Members of the Church Militant here on 
Earth, ſeems ſtrange, yea really, very ſtrange to 
me. Shall the Bleſſed Jeſus receive them into his 
Arms; and we caft- them out of the Church? 
Shall he embrace them with che mot endearing 
1 expreſſions 


" (63 = 0 
expreſſions of Affection; and we reject them? of 
Surely this cannot, ought not be. | 


[This Iurg d very preſſingly. So that like true Dif- She 
put anti, we again Fangled, during which, the wh 
ſame Argument, were repeated on both ſides: 
And Mr. Kirby objected ſeveral things againſt pla 


e Capacity of an Infant for Baptiſin. So after Yet 
ee rimes 2 thee Thad pro's | ths 
my firſt Propoſition, we agreed to examine rhe 
ſecond Propoſition, viz. Children are Capable 
.  Sabjetts of Baptiſm.) | 0 


Mr. R. If the Church of England, acted Conſiſtent 
with her own Principles, She wou'd do as we. 
For when the Queſtion is ask d in her Catechiſm, 
What is required of Perſons to be Baptized? It 
is anſwer' d, Repentance from Dead Works, and 
Faith towards God. Now it is certain, that In- 
fants are incapable either of Faith, or Repen- 
tance: Therefore, according to this Place, 
ought not to be Baptiz'd, I 
S. It is granted, that Faith and Repentance ng. 
are required of Perſons to be Baptized: But then . 
it is to be conſider'd, that this is only requir'd of Ne I 
Adult Perſons; as when St. Peter had Preach'd fo 
ſearchingly to his Auditors, (as we find in the ** all: 
Act that they were Cut to the Heart, and cryd Anti! 
out, What hl we do? He anſwers Repent, and et ne- 


be Baptiz d, &. You that have ſo Impiouſly N Ance i 
imbrued your Hands, in the Blood of the Lord fene 
of Life and Glory, Repent and be Baptiz d, and I for © 
ye ſhall receive the Remiſſion of your Sins. For Preach 
the Promiſe is unto you, and your Children, &c. of Adi 


Theſe and ſuch like words, (which your Opini- bent o 
on lo particularly inſiſt on.) are to be conſider d 
as Occaſional and adapted to the Circumſtances 
of 


nd, 
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of them, to whom they are ſpoken. , So that 3 
when our Church mentions Faith and Repen- —_ 
cance, to be required of Perſons to be Baptiz d: = 
She is to be underſtood, to give an account f 
what is requir'd in general, without deſcending” _ 
to particular Caſes, For tho' it is faid iti many Bn 
places of Scripture, - REPENT and be Baptix d: 
Jet you can't be inſenſible, of its being faid to 
the Keeper in the Ad.; Believe on th: Lord e. 
ſas, &c. and our Lord himſelf ſays, He tht Be- 
lie veth and is Baptized, ſhall be Sad s: Without 
ever mentioning Repentance : So that if it can 

| be prov'd, that Infants have Faith, they are ſuf- 
ne Bl ficiently qualify'd for Baptiſm. For be that Ba- 


” - 


ec, verb and is Baptix d, ſhall be Sa l'. 


3 


% ND 


A Mee. 


— - 
I 


7. Mr. K. What! Dont you know your c] Cate-. 
nd chiſm? That, ſays, Repentance is to be required of 
n- Ferſau Baptized. © Rs 


FS. The very Notion of Repentance, loſes its | 
Eſſence, where actual Tranſgreſſions are want- | = 
ice Ning. For Repentance, is a reflecting with Sor- | 
en row, upon our paſt Actions; and ſince Infants 3 
of [= Incapable of thoſe Actions, (which Admi- . 
fo I niſter Cauſe for Repentance) or, indeed, of any | 
che Nat all: The Cauſe actual Tranſgreſſions, being 

| wanting in chem, the Effect Repetitance, mirſt 


& of neceſſity be the ſame. And indeed, Repen- 
aſly tance is not required of Adult Perſons, ſo much 


KY I render them Capable, or quality'd for Baptiſm, 
O ; 00. 2 ; = CES - ; f n 
as for the Remiſſion of Sins; as if you was to 
Preach rg any one, that you knew to be guilt7 
For 3. . | n 2 
of Adultery, &. You ſay to ſuch a one, Re- 


= dent of your Adultery, &. So that when we 
511 55 S % o 1 7 >» 4 4 . * 4 : a 1 * 8 N I { +. 1 1 7 
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Paſſages, in the Holy Book, require Repentance; 


to preceed Baptiſm, they are only occaſional 
1 Adapted to the Circumſtances of 
thoſe, to whom they are apply d to; and there- 


fore cannot reaſonably be urg d as general Rules. 


You that have committed actual Tranſgreflions, 
Repenr of them And this our Churches ar pon 
evidences is her meaning inher Catechiſm. [ 

many int erruptioni mut wall; paſi d berween us, there be- 


ing not bing material in what was offer 4 on both fides: 


but was more regularly mention d, ether before, or will 


be conſider'd in what follows } 


s If it can be prov'd that a Child has Faith, I 
ſuppoſe you will grant, that it ought to be Bap- 


tiz'd. For the Scripture expreſly ſays, He that Be- 


lie veth, &c. 


Mr. K. Yes, Yes, prove a Child has Faith, | 


and tis envugh. 


S. Very well, Why then III uſe St. Pau!'s Ar- 
gument, if (lays he) the ROOT be Holy, the 


Braxches alſo are HG LY: Now (lay I) if the 


Root, or Parents be Faithful, the Branches, or 
Children alſo are Faichful. This I hope, you 
wont reject, becauſe tis the Great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles own Argument. | 


Mr. K. You have a wrong Notion. It is true,” 


it was become a Proverb amongſt the Fews, that 


the Fathers had eaten ſour Grapes, whereby , 


the Childrens Teeth were ſet an Edge: But the 


Scripturè informs us of the contrary ; that ſays, 
tie Sou! that fins ſhall dye; and adds, that neither 
the Righteouſneſs, nor Unrigliteouſneſs of the 

Parents, ſhall be imputed to the Children. S0 


that your Arguing, that the Children are there: 
. | fore 
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FE x8), 2 
fore Faithful, becauſe their Parents are fo ; is a- 
meer Fancy. Beſides, you will find it a difficult 
task to diſtinguifh thoſe who are the Children 
of the Faithful, from others; How then will 
you know which to Baptize? | 5 


S. It may poſſibly be ſomething difficult, to 
define what, and who are the Children of the 
Faithful; but yet I conceive, we have ſufficient 
Reaſon for the Baptizing them notwithſtand- 
Re” „ 


Mr. R. You ſay very right, it is ſomething 
difficult, to define who are the Children of the 
Faithful; as for the Infants of Heatben, you al- 
low they muſt not be Baptiz d: (tho it muſt be 
remember d, they alſo are a part of Nations.) 
Becauſe their Parents are not Faithful; there- 


fore according to your Argument, they are Un- 


faithful; and as ſuch, ought not to be Baptized. 


[This and ſometbing more, to the [ame effect, Mr. 
Kirby expreſs d, with à peculiar Air of Tri- 
umpb, at theſs my Inadvertent (for ſo I con- 


feſs they were) Expreſſions ; Row2/d by which, - T 


ir fe Red; rice ed © ll 


S. It is a very eafy matter to explode any 
thing. For tho it is confeſs d, we cannot eaſilx 
diſtinguiſn, who are the Children of the Faich- 
ful, if we may not Judge of them, by their 


Profeſſion who offer them. Yet it is certainly 


true we are as Capable of knowing who are 
the Children of the Faithful, as you ate of know: 
ing who is Faithful, of even Adult Perſons, 
without their Profefling their Faith. And in- 
: »» 


4 


8 


(12 * 


deed. chat a bare Profeſſion of Faith, will not 


render a Man qualify'd forthe Kingdom of Hea- 


ven: Yet it certainly renders him and his Seed, 
' Capable of Baptiſm, and all othet Church Pri- 
viledges here upon Fa [This laſt, Clauſe, Be by 
re reated Queſtions, made me renew ſeveral times; af- 
ter which, we Squabled a little, and thn proceeded | 

S. However the preceding Argument may be 
Evated : Yecl conceive, this is ſo convincing, 


that it wont bagdeny d. 7 I read the 18 Chap; 


of Mat. ti 1 came to thiſe Words, ) Wheoſoever 
5 5% zrcng one of theſe little O NE 3. which Be- 
Sieve in me, it were: bitter fer hum, I: » Mill- 
ſtone were, e Here our Bleſſed Lord him. 
ſelf. declares, Children have Faith; they have 
Faich in him; E and therefore how can you, how 
dare You, Who Stile your ſelf his Wine deny 
them Bapriſm 2 - | 


Mr. R. This is the tr thing in che W. orld, 
tht you ſhou'd urge this Text for Infant Bap- 
iim. There is not one Miniſter of the Church, 
chat ever brought chis as a Proof. I remember 
the Say ing of a Great Prelate, of your own 
Church, viz. Jo Argue that" -Clildresn ba ve 
FAITH," 5 certainly 4 ſign of want, of better 
Argument, Your own Church does not rake 
the Text, in chat Wo which you 7; 2 


8 Since you and 1 are engag d in a private 
Diſpute, you are oplig d by all the Rules of it; 
to Anſwer me directly. If k have been ſo un- 
happy, in the choile of my Proof, as you Re- 
preſent me; you'll have the lels Work to Refute 
me; but to put me of with what our own 
Ch ha: ch fa) 753 Os: 4 can c by larisf 7 4, Wich ſuch 
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an Anſwer. In ſhort Sir, if you tell me of ne- 8 
ver ſo many of our Church, Who think othet- - 


wiſe. of this Paſlage: I dont eſteem my ſelf 
oblig d to regard them. You have heard my 


Argument, of you therefore, I expect an 


Anſwer. 


Mr X. What! won't you uſe your Reaſon in 


oO 


the reading the Scripture ?. At this rate von 
may admit the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiat ion. The 
Words are not to be taken literally, but are 
ſpoken of the Diſciples of Cbriſt, whom he very 


trequently calls Little Children. 


S. Yes, Sir, I will uſe my Reaſon. which tells 


me this Place can't poliibly admit ot your Con- 
ſtruction. For the Place I refer to, is purely a 
Hiſtory, and ought, (if any Part of Scripture 


ought to be ſo) to be taken in its moſt natural, 
and familiar Senſe. The Hiſtory then is this: 
Our Saviour tales up a little Cbiid in bis Amt, 
(for ſo St. Mark ſays ) and {et it in the mjdit of bus 


Diſciples; upon which he deduces a Diſcourſe, 


till he comes to the Words I refer to Now that 


ſant, I thus prove, 


that this Paſſage is to be underſtood of an In- 


The Place is purely Hiſtorical, He rock a Child 
It is confeſs d, when our Lord addreſſes himſelf 
to his Diſciples in the Appelative of Little Chil, 
dren ; and St. Jobn ſays, Litile Children, Keep your 
ſelves from Idols, they are to be underſtood to ſpeak 
of adult Perſons, the Namè of lutle Children, he. 
ing a Paternal and affectionate way of ſpeaking, 


and therefore cannot be underſtood any other- 


ways. As if Mr. Amond ou d call his Wife, 


Fe Cold,” 


92 „ 
: * K 


Spiritual Things, which are, in their Nature 


x4) 


Child, tc. [| Here 1 pointed to Mrs. Amond] it 


 wou'd not properly be underſtood in the com- 
mon Acceptation of the Word, but only as an 


endearing, and affectionate Expreſſion. But 
now it is not ſo in this Place; for the Perfon 
here call'd Chid, is not ſpoken to, but of, and 
therefore is to be underſtood to be ſuch a Perſon, 


25 this Name commonly imports; the Paſſage 


being, as I before ſaid, purely Hiſtorical, | 


But, further, it is ſaid, our Lord took him in 


Bir Arms, and ſet bim in the mid/t, Now it is im- 
poſſible for us to conceive, that he ſhou'd take an 
adult Perſon up in his Arms. As to what you 
ſay, concerning Tranſubſtantiation, I'll be ready 
to conſider it, when you have prov'd, what I 
haye offer d, carries any Parity with ic, 


Here, after many IWords had paß d between we, 


with ſome Warmih, and Confuſion, Mr. K. 


unk d me to let him {ce the Bible, which I im- 
. mediately gave him, upon which be turm d 10 
ive Place diſpnted upon, and read the Context; 
at which I ack'd him, whether. be thought the 
Paſſage was not to be underſfond of a Child, to 
the 5th Verſe. Thus diff put to bim at 
der Ferſe, as he read them, To which he 
reply d, Yes, but wou'd by no means adma the 
Sixth Verſe io be underſtood of 4 Child, and 
proceeded mare regularly to give his Reaſons, as 
follows. ] 5 q 
Mf. K. It cant be imagin'd, that Children, who 
4re incapable of having any Knowledge of even 
Temporal Things, ſhould have any Notion of 


fat 


 *F $ > 


YL ee NY eee dn, I. 9. 4 


ficult to be underſtood. Beſides, if you take all 


Texts of Scripture Literally, you muſt join witch 
the Papiſts, in the Doctrine of Trenſubftantiation ; 


for they'll ſay, as you ſay here, that Chrift ſays 
weak This is my Body; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledge d, if the Words be taken literally, they 
will bear that Senſe they give them. What! do 
you think God gave us our Reaſon to no pur- 
poſe ? Our Saviour's deſign, in this Place, is 
to teach us Humility, and therefore, offers the 


Behaviour of a /ittle Child, as proper for our imi- 
tation; but his expreſſing himſelf, as he does 


in the Sixth Verſe, is only to-let us know how 
nearly he efteems himſelf concernd in the 
Wrongs that are offer'd to the meaneft, the leaſt 


of his Diſciples, For as the Apoſtle well e 


preſſes it, with the Heart Man believes, and with 
the Tongue Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. 


S. Yes Sir, I will uſe m Reaſon, and by ĩt 


am convinc'd, that this Paſſage is to be under- 
ſtood of a little Child, becauſe it is ſaid our Sa- 
viour tool bim up in bis Arms, It this is not ſuffi- 


cient to prove it was a Child, I wou'd fain 


know what is? What wou'd you have me ſay 
more? If a Child can be prov'd to have Faith, 
you your ſelf will grant it ought to be bap- 
tiz d: Here I bring a Place that poſſtively 
lays it has Faith, it has Faith in Jeu Chri##. 


Which then muſt I believe in this Caſe, Na, 


or our Saviour? ſince he ſays poſitively ic does 
believe, and you fay it cannot, it does not be- 
Wo. - | FR 7 
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Ar. X. Tis falſe He does not ſay 2 Child 


does believe, he ſpeaks of his Diſciples. The 
Words are not to be taken literally, no more 


than theſe Words, This is my Body, ." It is impoſſi- 


ble a Child ſhould believe. 


S. I perceive you are ſomething of Nicedimme's 
Mind, how can theſe things be? How can a Child 


believe? And here, I muſt confeſs, Fean't an- 


_  fwer you: I don't pretend, particularly, to de- 


fine the: Nature of a Chile's Faith; but yet, I 
think, I have ſufficient Reafon to think it has 
Faich, or ſomething analoguous to it, upon gur 
Saviours bare Word. Beſides, I don't conceive 


it fo irrational as you repreſent it, that a Child 


ſhould have Faith: Was we only to argue ex na- 
tura rei, from the Nature of the Thing only. 
For, to my Knowledge, it is a receivd Maxim 
in Philoſophy, That 4 Saul does not vegetate, or grow, 
either in Bulk or Properties, like a Body, but is equally 
capable of all thiſe Actions in a Child, (in it ſelf ab- 


firacted from the weakne of the Organs by which it ex- 
erts it ſelf) af we find are the Effeck of it, when 
the Body is prown to à ſufficient Strength and Matu- 


rity for is to diſplay it ſelf wviſſibly to . But youll 
lay, perhaps, theſe are Subtilties in which we 


are not concernd; and-I don't pretend, indeed, 
much to inſiſt on them, but yet I thought 


would juſt mention them, becauſe you have 
fo particularly urg'd the Unteafofableneſs of 


the Thing. And now becauſe you have fo 


much inſiſted upon tbe Parity of my taking 
al Senſe, and the Pariſts taking theſe Words, 
Tais i my Ba, lo. I ſhill a little conſider, whe- 
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the Words of our Lord, before us, in à lite- 


ther, 

will 
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will bear their Senſe. He muſt be very lit- 
tle converſant with the Papifs, that does not 


know that they affect mighrily to argue from 


the Latin Teſtament ; and, at leaſt, pretend 
to be very ſtrict Grammarians. Now if the 
Words, as we find chem in the Latin, won't. 


Grammatically bear their Senſe ; then I have 


ſufficient Reaſon to deny the Parity. The 
Words then are theſe, hoc eff Corpus meum. 
Now the Gender of the Article boc, .is a- 
gainſt them. For Pani, which is, by their 
Notion, here ſuppos'd to be the Subſtantive. 


to its is of the Maſculine Gender; ſo that, 


was it ſo, it would render the Place falſe 
Latin. But ſuppoſing this cou'd be eluded, 
yet the Tenſe of the Verb utterly overthrows 
their Doctrine: For the Fer e is put in the 
preſent Tenſe. But, it is very certain, if our 
Saviour intended the Words jn their Senſe, 


turs Tenſe. Beſides, the Word et, is very com- 


« 


monly in Scripture put for r ſizmifies. 


Mr. K. It is ſo, as when Foſipb ſays, The 
Seven Ears of Corn, are Seven Nears of plenty, i. e. 


ſgnifie feven Years of Plenty. 


S. Therefore you ſee, if we take the Words 
here literally, vet ths Grammar won't let 
them bear that Senſe And ſo much for the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſt ant iat ion. 


As to what you inſinukte from thofe Words 
Ot the Apoſtle, with the Tongue Confeſſion 5s 
made to Salvation. I anfwer; That tis nor ſaid,” 
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that wich the Tongue Confeſſion is made to Baptiſm. 
The Scripture does not ſay, be that confeſſes be 
believe ſhall be baptix d, but, be that belieweth, 


and 11 bat d, 8&c. Faith is the Act of the 


Heart, and not of the Tongue. And ſince I 
have gone ſo far, I muſt add, Tho' you ſaid, 
at firſt, That none of our own Church-Au- 


thors took this Text in the ſame Senſe I do; 


yet I am not altogether abandond there nei- 
ther. For I aſſure you, the Martyr Piper, 
who was burnt for the Proteſtant. Religion, 
urges the very ſame Text, as a Proof that In- 
fants have Faich. Therefore you was mi- 
ſtaken, when you ſaid none of our Claggy 
ever produc'd the Place for Infant-Baptiſm: For 
he inſiſts upon it very much, in his Letter 
upon that Subject. 1 1 


Mr. K. I did not ſay all. 


S. You forget your ſelf, I am ſure you did. 
But be tliat as it will ; from what has been 
ſaid, it is ſufficiently manifeſt, that our Savi- 
our ſays a Child has Faith, and if it is not ſuf- 
ficiently prov'd to you, I muſt needs ſay, I 
deſpair of ever proving any thing to you; 

tho I can, and did detign to inſiſt upon ſome 
other Arguments. 1 5 


Mr. 1 falſe, our Saviour ſays no ſuch 
Thing. „ 3 

S. Nay, then it is come to your Denying, 
and my Athrating. I fay its true, he does 
fay ſo. 5 EE 


lu, 


. (19s) 1 
[ Here we were both per ory, be in bs M. 
gative, and I in my Affirmative. So, after © 
ſome Heat, and many Repetitions, we pro- 
ceded. ] FF 
J 


S. We will omit this, and ſuppoſe, as yon 
ſay, Children do not believe. Now it is ſaid, 
He that belie veth, and 1 bapted, ſhall be ſaved: 
But, He that belzeveth not, ſhall be damm d. Chil- 
dren, you ſay, do not believe, therefore Chil- 
dren are damn d. Oh barbarous Conſequence! 
Will you admit it? | 


* 


Mr. x. Will you ſay, 1 ſay ſo'? I fay no 
ſuch thing. 7 e 


S. Tis true, you don't ſay ſo, Pur you fay 
they don't believe, and then the Tex lays they 
ae dard. * 1 


een Mr. R. What! Do you think God will 
avi- damn Children for what they are incapable 
ſuf. W of performing. The Text does not ſpeak of 
„I Children, © © ls eo 


Mme S. I muſt needs fay, This is ſooner exclaim'd 
againſt than anſwer d. Let any One judge, 

; who gives moſt occafion for ſuch warm EX 
uch preſſions, You or I. I am ſo far from pro- 
N nouncing this diſmal Sentence upon Children, 
chat from this Place I infer they do believe, 
ing, ¶ becauſe they are ſav d, and urge the ſad Cons 
does ¶ ſequence of the contrary, to you, to fright 
you to agree with me. He thas believeth not, 
lays the Text, ſhall.be damm d: but Children are 
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= . _- fav'd, ergo, they do believe, This is what I 
| iner from this Place. 5 | 


ure we contended ſome time, without an fl of 
material addition; after which we p- 
ceeded, F = 


S. It is ſaid in the Scripture, Except à Man 10 

be born of Mater, and tbe Spirit, be cannot enter th: 
into the Kingdoms of Heaven. From hence I thus W th 
argue, Children are capable of being Parta- let 

bers of the Kingdom of Heaven, (for fo our 


Jord himſelf pronounces them) Bur, except | 
they be baptiz d, they cannot enter into the w. 
Kingdom of Heaven; ego, they are capable ad 

of Paptiſm. This, I think, is a good Sylogi/m. bh ou 
Mr. R. Sylogiſm ! Don't talk of Sylagiſims—. : 

It is laid, except 4 Man, &c. 5 Ce! 

S. Except a Man why then a Woman may an 

be ſay'd withour Baptiſm, T wonder you ad- in! 
+ _ mitted Mrs. Amond there to Baptiſm, ſhe's 2 of 
Woman, and therefore not included in the pa 
. 5 ͤ Hog the 
We have 2 common Saying, Jeſus Hominum Fl, 
Salvator, which, indeed, in the Latin here, in- pr 
cludes both Sexes, but as we commonly ex. ye 


preſs our ſelves: in the Engliſh, viz. Feſus the 
Savicur of Men, the Women wou'd be here a- 
ſo excluded. Again, it is ſaid, wirbowt Ha- ke 
nep no Man ſhall ſee tbe Lord, No Man, it may #g 
be here argu'd, but a Woman may; wich ms 5 
ay other Inſtances of the like Nature. 
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The Words are to be underſtood,” except a- 
ny one, without any Diſcrimination, either 
am of Age or Sex : 1 
2 Mr. R. It is ſaid alſo, Except ye eat the Hes 
85 of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye babe 
Man 10 Life in you, i e. you cannot be fav'd. So 
enter that here you ſee is an [ excepr ] as well as in 
thus the Text you ſpeak of; why then do you nat 
irta - let Children partake of the Lard Supper? 


* . * * * * az - 
4 8 p 


at I 


5 

Fs 
- 
; 


cept S. This is down-right flying of the Queſtion; 
the which is not, Whether Children ought to be 
able admitted ta the Lora Supper, but, Whether they 
gin. ought to be admitted to Baptis? 


5—, Mr. K. Flying of the Queſtion ! Well, but ir is 5 
certain, that if Children are capable of BS. 
nim, they are alſo capable of the Lord -Super; 
and this ſeveral Learned Men have larg ex 
inſiſted on. For if Children be the Diſciples : GS; 

of Chri#, (and ſuch they are, if they are ca- 1 * 
pable of Baptiſm) Why then do you deny 
them admittance to. the Lordi Supper? Eſpę- 
cially conſidering it is ſaid, except you ear rhe 
Fleſbd, &c. And, indeed, formerly this was 
practis d in the Church; and St. Auſtin, ( as 
you call him) pleads for it, from theſe Words. 


i 
* 


S. Where pray? I believe you are miſta- | 
ken. For St. Aufi, IT think verily, argues ; 
%%% TRE TS 2 


[This Miſtake, ( for ſ I am now convinced it 4 
© Was, in me) [fell into, by baving an bje 3 
5 1 85 8 — * 20 
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to ſome of St. Auſtin's Words, after be bad 
reracted this Errer ; for, upon a further 
Scrutmy, I find bim really cuſpable of it ; 
' tho? I then thougbt I was very poſitive ig the | 


4 


Mr. K. I can ſhow you the Paſſage in Dr. 


Taylor. I have the Book at home. | 


S. I believe you are miſtaken, indeed Sir, 
But, however, ſince you urge the . 
ſo much, I anſwer, That we deny Children 
admittance to the Lords Supper, becauſe they 
are uncapable of it. 3 5 


Mr. K They are as capable of that, as Bap- 
tiſm, and do underſtand One as well as the 


Other. 


S. That I deny. For Children are unca- 


pable of receiving any benefit from the par- 


ricipation of the Lord's Supper ; the main End 
of that, being, with the Bread and Wine, to 
infuſe, into our Souls, ſuch Rays, Ir Sparks, 


ol Divine Grace, (which we underſtand by the 


Names of the Body and Bload of Chri#) as will 
render us more capable of acting agreeable to 


the Dictares of Chriſtianity, than naturally we 


are capable of In Sum, The Lord's Supper is 
deſign d to aſſiſt us in actual Performances, 


God having ſubſtituted it, as a Means by which 
he will more immediately convey his Grace 


into us. But now Children being incapable 
of any Action, either good or bad, they con- 
{equently are incapable of receiving any Be- 
nefit by this Ordinance, becauſe it 8 deſign d 


ik 
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to be aſſiſtant to us, in out actual Performances. 

It is confeſsd, they underſtand One as well 
as the Other, (as you ſay) but ſince they are 
incapable of receiving any Benefit from One 
as well as. the Other, to what purpoſe would ' 
the admitting them to this Ordinatice be??? 
Their Incapacity of underftanding the Nature 
of Baptiſm, does not in the leaſt render them  _ 
incapable of it. For is it not very poflible - N 
for me to have a real Benefit conferrd upon 
me, without my Knowledge? Suppoſe ou _—_— 
had a Child, that had a Wound in its Le | 
becauſe this Child is incapable of underſtand. ._ 
ing the particular Salve, (which the Surgeo . 

| applies to it) is naturally diſpos d, or Zh 

72 to cure its Malady ; wou d you therefore hin- 

ne der him from applying it to the Place agriev'd? 

Wou'd the Benefit the Child receiv'd, by the 
: Cure, be any 2 lefs, becauſe it does 

a- not 4pprehend the Means by which twas ef- 

r- fected? And the Cale before us is the fame. 

1d For by the Fall of Adam, we all, Young and 

to Old, contracted ſuch Guilt, 2s renders us, 
(to uſe the Words of St. Pa) the Children of 

Mrath; now as a Remedy againſt this epide- 

mick Diſeaſe, oar Bleſſed Lord has preſcrib'd 
Baptiſm ; and is t not a ſtrange degree of Folly 
and Madneſs in us to refuſe to apply this 
moſt excellent Remedy to Children, becauſe 
they are incapable of comprehending of it? 
They are capable of receiving of the Benefit 
reſulting from it, and that abundantly quali- 

' fies them for it, notwithſtanding all the De- 
fects of their Knowledge. Beſides, the Chil- 
dren of the Fews, tho they were admitted to 
Circurnesfion in their Infancy, yet they were 

. = | excluded 
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Type of Baptiſm, the ſame Command that 


oblig'd them to Circumcile. cheir Children 


* 


at Eight Days old, equally obliges us to Bap- 
tize puck Children ba nothing leſs than a direct 


Prohibition to ths contraty, being able to 


_ diſcharge us from the Obligation. 


Mr. R. Were there, indeed, any Place in the 
New Teſtament, which fays, Baptixe your, Chil- 
dren at Eight Days eld: You might lay ſo, but 
ſince no 28 Place is to be found, you muſt 
quit that Argument. 5 


S. The ſame Command that oblig'd the 
Fews to Circumcife their Children, which 
was then the Rite of Admiſſion into the 
Church; obliges us, (without it be ſome- 
where prohibited, to Baptize our Children, 
which is now the Rite of Admiſſion into 
the Chriſtian Church. Or take it thus, Chil 
dren were capable of being admitted Members 


of the Few:ſh Church; for ſo they were e- 


ſteem'd, by God himſelf; But Children are 


as capable of being Members of the Chriſtian, 


as they were of the Fewiſh; ergo, (without 


they be prohibited) they may, and ought, 


to be admitted into the Chriftran Church. 


Here again happen'd ſome Confuſion, 1 fer 
which Mr. Kirby proceeded; as follows. 


” 
* 
4 
. 


* 


Mr. R. 


3 


excluded from being at the Paſſover, till they 
came to Years of Maturity. Now, whatever 
you may think of this, it ſeems to me a good 
Argument; That ſince. Circumciſon was the 


OU 
W 


*. 


28 7 bis 1 deſired him to repeat ; ſo' after We were 


* * 


ch do you deny, my Major, or my Minor? 
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bes Mr. K. Faith and Repentance, are requit d 
of all Perſons to be Baptized: But Children 
have neither Faith nor Repentance; Ergo, they | 


ghe not to be Baptized. You talk of Logick, 


+ 


| agreed, we underſtood each other, 1 reply d.] ; | 


have Faith. 


Mr. X. Chriſt's Baptiſta is plentifully reveal'd 


in the Goſpel : But Infant Sprinkling, is no 


S. Your Minor. For Children, I have proyd 


where reveald in the Goſpel, Ergo, Infant 


Sprinkling, is not Chriſt's Baptiſm. 


S. I deny your Minor, Infant Sprinkling, 


(as you call it,) is reveal'd in the Goſpel. 


Mr. K. There are ſeveral Inſtances, of Be- 


lievers Baptiſm: But there is not one of In- 


fants. 


S. That is no Argument, that there were 


none. It is very certain, there were a great 


many things done, then, of which we have 
no account. Beſides, if there are no Inſtances, 
Tam at a loſs to conceive, what thoſe Words 
in the Ads, which mentions Lydia, and the 


Keeper, and all his Houſe Import. 


¶ After this, there was nothing (as I can fe- 
member) but Repetitians, till I proceeded 


as follows ] * 8 


155 1 
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S8. The Circumſtances that Children are un- 
der, ſeems to me, to render them very Capa- 


ble of Baptiſm, For the Apoſtle, * 


ſays; We are all by Nature, the Cbildren of Wrat 


All, without any exception, Young and Old, 


Children, as well as Men and Women. Now 


fince Baptiſm, is the only means, that we 


know of, to Adopt them, the Children of 
Grace; I think, we have all the Reaſon in 


the World, to admit them to it. But I know | 
you think, I proceed upon a falſe Suppoſition 


here, becauſe that you deny, that there is 
any ſuch Cs as Original Sin, which we 
Contracted, by the Unhappy Fall, of our 
Firſt Parents. | „ 
Mr. k. You are miſtaken, I deny no ſuch 
thing, „ | : 


7 


S. Why then, this ſtrongly demonſtrates, 
the Capacity of Infants for Baptiſm. For 
ſince the Regeneration of our Natures, is 


abſolutely neceſſary to qualifie us, for the 


Kingdom of Heaven, (as our Lord told Nico- 


demus it was) and Baptiſm, is the only means 


we know of todo it: And is therèfoge called 
by St. Paul, the hing of Regeneration; to 


deny Children admittance to it, becauſe as 


you ſay, they dont underſtand it, ſeems to 


me, a ſtrange unreaſonable thing, What! i, 
an Eternal Neigbi of Glory, of no value to Chil- 
dren, becauſe they cant underſtand it? And 
to deny them Baptiſm, is as much as in us lies, 
to hinder their being Maſters of it. For we 
are all by Natar:, the Children of Wrath: | 

8 Mr. K 
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Mr. K ho Children are We of OT ; 
nal Sin, yet Original Sin, will never Damn 


any One ; and tho it 15 aid, Me are all by Na- 


ture, the Children of Wrath: Yet Wrath in this 
Place, is not to be taken for Damnation. And 


that Paſſage you Refer to in Titus, ddes not 
W of Baptiſm, . 


S. No! I am ſure I always took it, to bs 


wi. Baptiſm, and I believe, I am not alone. 


And as to what you ſay, concernig Original 


Sin; I muſt confeſs, that all Sin, I thought, 


was Damnable: And that the Word Wrath, 
did more. Emphartically, than Ordinary, ſig- 
nifie Damnation in the New Teſtament ; but 
this I wont inſiſt on. I wou'd only crave leave 
to offer one Argument more upon chis PRO- 
POSITION, vis. 

The Character our Coviour goes by in the 
Scripture, ſtrongly inſinuates the Capacity of 
Infants for Baptiſm. You cannot be inſenſible, 
that our Lord goes very frequently in the 
Scriptare, by the Name of a Shepherd. So he 
calls himſelf, I am the good Shepherd, &c. and St. 
Peter lays, we ere all as Sheep 4 [tray ; but now are 
retury'd to the Shepherd, &c. with many more to 
* lame Effect; and his Church is call d, bis 

"a. 
Mr. K. This is all very true, and what then? 


8. Now certainly, a Flock conſiſts of 2 
Lamb's, as well as Sheep; bur your notion, 
cuts them all of, and makes our Lords Flock, 
all OMP Such a F lock, as never Shepherd 


bad! "os 
E 2 WE. 


3 


: | * f | - >» + — | 8 | : I'S : wy ] 

1 Mr. R Well, But there are Wolves too, a- 1 
1 mongſt the Flock often. 5 ey : 

bo S. I know that. 8 

4 Mr. K. This J muſt confeſs, is new to me: a: 

4 I believe this, is all your own, | G 

|: S. Let it be whoſe it will, it fairly main- th 

o tains what I brought it for. I fay, it ſtrong- n 

18 ly inſinuates, Infants Capacity for Baptiſm. al 

bo [This was all that was material, upon the Se- Pt 

: cond PROPOSITION, I now proceed to the th 

Lhird and Laſt. ] e 8 | | 5 

S. It is highly neceſſary to Baptize Children, W. 

and highly dangerous to omit it. | m. 

Hlere III again, urge this Text, viz. Excet I W. 

a Man be born of Water, and the Spirit, &c. With- Gi 

our Baptiſm, there is no entrance into the King- fot 

dom of God; Ergo, tis highly neceſſary, to qu 

e Chiltren, E205 i LH, the 


Mr. K. Do you think that all Heathens 
Children are Damn'd ? Why they were never 959 
Bapti d. | 7 5 


S. No I donr. 5 18 


== Mr. K. Look here now, you contradict your 
_ ſelf; here you tell me, without Baptiſm, there 
6 is not any entrance to Heaven: And yet you 
28 dont think, the Children of Hearhens,” are 

. e Damnd: 


* 


x 
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which, they can lay Claim to the 


©, phought we bad all rhe Reaſon in the World 


Ty 


F BR Ys P Nl 0 * LE” coo tho — 84 nnn 
. S ö N a N 7 ER > 12 2 888 "ua 3 7 14 5s hs Fs * + 
i” 2 17. wm = 21 TM rs » 2 * 55 e N PETR > 427. LISTS TIRES „ _ me Em - 5 
a 4 8 * 4 F 
. «fx | 

* ni + RAS Fa 
* N 23 4 8 
7 F 
<5 


Damn'd : 5 Notwithſtanding, they Are not 3 ä 
Baptiz ed. 


[This 1 believe be urg, and very bebemem ly 


too, above half a dozen times.] 


S. It is very certain, we cannot have any 


aſſurance of Salvation without Baptiſm. For 


God, has no where declared, that he will Save 
any without Bapcifm : But has made Baptiſm 


the ordinary means to do it; and tho he is 
no ways confin'd to any Laws, ſo as not to be 
able, to diſpence with them, as we are: Let 


it is a matter of doubt, whether he will diſ- 
pence with them or no; eſpecially, when 
wy are willfully negle&ted. I dont in the 
leaſt 


leaſt deny, but that God, can Save without 
Baptiſm : But the Queſtion is, whether he 


will, or no; and therefore certainly, it is 


moſt ſafe, to Baptize our Children, upon 
Promiſe of 
God: But without it, have nothing to ſay 
for themſelves in that Nature; and conſe- 
quently, tis highly neceſfary for us, to offer 


them do it. 


[ Here Mr. Kirby charg'd me, with being in- 


: Poſſible, for à Child to be Saw'd wieboat 
Baptiſm ; but yet ſaid, we cou'd not be af: 
fur d of iti. Upin which, after many words 


* 
„ * 


had paſs d, I ſaid, I was ſure, be, nor wo 


Man in the World, was able to prove from 
the reveal'd Will of God, that Sal vation, was 
to be bad withcut Baptiſm ; and therefore, I 


"We. 
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conſiſtent with my ſelf, becauſe I conſeſi d it 
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to eſteem it, highly neceſſary. But not wit bᷣ- 
fanding Mr. Kirby ſtill perſiſted in charg- 
ing me with Inconſiftency ; ſo abundance of 
| Words paſs d, in which, were to the beſt of my 
Memory, uo alteration from what bas al- 
ready been preſented, .exeepi in the manner of 


expreſſion. } 


+ It is highly dangerous, to Omit the Bapti- 
zing of Infants. Behold ſays the Royal Plal- } 
miſt, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin, did my 

5 Aot her concei ve me. And St. Pasl as you heard 
: juſt now, declares, we are all by nature, the Cbil- 
dren of Wrath, Now as a means, to Purge us 

| from our innate Corruption, our Bleſſed Lord 
has ſubſtituted Baptiſm, without which, (as that, 
we know of ) there is no other Method, 

whereby we can quit our ſelves of it, And 
therefore for you to ſay, that Children, (who the V 
are equally included under this Innate Depra- eu 
vity, with Adult Perſons) I fay to aſſert, as 
you do, they can, they may, be notwithſtand- 
ing Regenerated, and ſo render d capable of 
Salvation, without Baptizing, is certainly, 
to depend upon an Unwritten, if not a Falſe 
Tradition; eſpecially conſidering, Baptiſm is 
fo Emphatically vall'd, The waſhing of Regeners- 
nun; as if that was the only intent of it. 


2 K. Thoſe Words, do not ſpeak of Bap- either 


§. Nay, but they dog lden 
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ut down right Negatives and Affrmati ves: 
ſome time being ſpem, in which, and mmuat 
| Wranglings and Reperitions : 1 addreſ?d my 
ſelf to Mr. Amond, i Theſe Rxpreſſuons, 
viz. You have beard Mr. Amond what the. 
Gentleman has ſaid againſt Infaom Baptiſm, 
and what I bave ſaid for i: I Pray God 
Almighty direct you. To which, I think all 
Preſent, ſaid Amen. After which, Air. 
Kirby ſaid; ] 8 Io 5, 


Mr. R. Tho' we ſhou'd admit, that Infants 
oughe to be Baptized : Yet we cant be recon- 
cil'd to your way of Sprinkling them. For 
that, is not properly Baptiſm, but Rantiſm ; 
Baptizing, being acknowledg'd by all the 
Learned; to fignifie Dipping, or Plunging in 
the Water; and was you to Conſult a Lexicon, 
you wou'd find it fo. And we find in this 
manner, Our Lord, and the Eunuch were Bap- 
tizd ; now tis worth inquiry, how you came 
ſo evidently, to vary from what was then 


S. As to the Modus of Baptizing, whether 


it be by imerſlion or Sprinkling, I cant con- 


ceive it any ways Eſſential, ſo Water and the 
Words be uſed. And our Church allows of 
either, as the Friends of the Child deſires. 


Mr. K No! Why Sprinkling is not Baptiſm. 
The Word ſignifies to Dip, or overwhelm in 
the Water ; and we have ſeveral Inſtances, 
of Perſons Baptized in this manner; but nor 
one, of their being Sprinkled. 
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what need this breed 4 Controverfle, fince our 


Church will admit any Child to a 
whoſe Friends requires it? I muſt confeſs, 1 
am wholly incapable of conſulting a Lexicon: 
Greek being truly Greek to me; but I am in- 


form d, that the Word Baptixe, in the Origi- 
nal, ſignifies, to Haſh, or Sprinkle, as well as 
to Dip; and that Place in which we read, The 
Phariſces eat not, except they waſh their Bands, is, 


in the Greek, the ſame Word, as we render 


Baptize. And we read, that rhe Iſraelites were 
ell bartixed with a Cloud, i. e the Rain ſprinkled 


them. And we read alſo of Perſons baptized, 


which it is very improbable to think were 


dip'd, ſuch as were lick, or the like. As to 
our Saviour's, and the Apoſtles Practice, I 


can't, conceive them any further obligatory, 
than his cating the Paſſover in an Upper- 
Room, with many other Circumſtances, which 
may be varied, as beſt ſuits the Conveniency 


— 


of thoſe concerned in them. 


Thus ended our Diſpute, cocerning INFANT- 
. BAPTE>M, after which, Mrs. Amond 


5. Do you think then, the quantity of Wa- 
ter is eſſential in Baptiſm? But, however, 


ſaid, There was another Thing, which 
was tlie Subject of Her Husband' 
Doubts, and that was, he was appre- 1 
henſive of being guilty of SCHISM, 3 
in ſeparating from the Church of Exg- Sin 


land, upon which, Mr. Kirby [aid. ] 5 5 

8 SN 
Mr K What is Schiſm ? And 1 
| nable 


S. Really nable. 
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You to deliſt any further Diſpute upon that 


| This T repeated with ſeme Importunity, net- 


on, upon watch, after a Hem ! Iſaid. | 


S. *Tis making a Sciſure or Rent in the 


Church and dividing into Parties, and Facti- 


* 
. 


ons, as they did in the Church of Corimb, 


when One - ſaid, I em for Paul, Another, I am 
r Apollo, &c. and, &s tis here, (God knows 
we are too ſenſible of it) I am à Fresbyte !- 


, Lam an an baptift, Jam a Quaker, &c. In 
à Word „it breaks Charity, and all that is love- 


IE engaging in Chriſtianity, and has a 
At 32 


al Influence upon every thing that contri- 
butes to make us good and happy. ER 


. R. ly, Sir, I am very much ſpent, har- 
ga weak Voice; and therefore wou'd beg 


Point; and I will engage my ſelf to meer 
fou at any other Time, fully to conſider it. 


[ Here ſome body in the Rs, ſaid, 1 ſaid; 


Schiſm was a damnable Sin. Upon 
which, Mr. Kirby id:] - 


ers, 85 
S. I am very far ſtom it. | 
Mr, K. Why, yes, you ſay Schiſm is 4 damna- 

ble Sin, and ali Diſſenters are Schilmatieks. 


S. There certainly never was a Separatiof 


mide, but there was then a Sebim commenc d. 
And I need not tell ou, that Schifm is a dam- 
nable Sin, for all Sin is in its Nature danr- 


1 


Mr. R. At this rate, you damn all Diffen. . 


A 


,-»* 
x 


_ #% 5 
. 


nik, . 
Mir. R. Let me hear you prove Scbiſm « dam- ab 


Vviſi ns among ii you, are you not carnal? And in ted 
another Place, gives the Authors of ic the Chr 


ix Whythe Church of der, charge < 
= you with Schiſm, what! Are you guilty ot a C 
bb. Sm? | + _& | bu 
; S. But as Judge Holes, very well diſtinguiſhes, Sn 

Not be that makes the Separation, but he that canſei 5; 

ch 


nable Sin You are very brisk © 
S. I think I ought not, on ſo melancholy a do 
Subject. But, certainly, none can be inſenſt ] 


ble, in this our unhappy I/, of the Miſchief Br: 


the Sinfulneſs of Schm. Are we not ready, k 
almoſt, to devour one another? How do we, of 
(who by the Name of Chriftians, and Member: t 


F the ſame Cimmuuity) are under the ſtricteſti is 
Obligations to Love and Affection; continu- \ 


ally villifie and traduce each other; and are] . S 
never ſo happy, as when we have an Oppor I elſe 
tunity to do lo 2 How vehemently does the thet 
Holy Book exhort us, to avoid thoſe which caſe A 
Di viſims? And ranks it amongſt the Works of S 
the Ficſh. Whereas there is, ( ſaith St. Paul) Di. ty © 


Name of Dogs, Beware, ſays he, ef Dogs, be- try, 
ware of the Conciſom, All which conſider d til M 
very eaſie to inter, Tbat Schiſm 4 damnabli tho? 
Sin. | | | a 

Mr K. Well, I tell you this, I'll engage I rer 


my felt, to give the ſame, nay, better Rex 


ſons; for Our Separation from Yew, than You 
can give, for Your Separation from the Churdl M 
of Rome. | : very 


S. You will! Why then, One Reaſon of S. 
our Separation from the Church of Rome, i 11/3 
becaule it is guilty of Idolatry ; nay, way of 14 


try, Sir, for I 
Mr. K It's like I can give as good Reaſons, 


th Prattice of i it a 

mmunion. Now this I do not wi” 1 
but come to the particular Thin inde wherein 
She's gail 3755 d inſtance in the Hol, in 1 
they worſhip. a piece of Bread, as Telns Chrift, _ 


the moſt high Gd and ſo are juſtly charge- 


able with v ſupping the Creature infcaa of the 
Create, Which is the higheſt Inſtance of I- 
dolatry. 

Mr. K. Well, but chey dont worſlig che 
Bread as God. 

S. Yes but they do... For at the Elevation. 


of the Hoſt, they all immediately proftrate 


e having a Notion, that the Bread 
eſas, the moſt High God. © 

Mr. K Well, but 8 don't think it is Bread. 
S. But, dir, you and I know it to be nothing 


elſe. [ 7bis 1 fie repeated. ] You my juſtifie 


them, if you pleaſe. 
Mr. K. Not I, truly. | 
S. Why chen it is undeniable, FEE are 151. 
ty of [dolatry. | lis, with much ado, was gran- 
ted. ] The next Queſtion is, W herein the, 
Church of England is guilty of Idolaer ? 1dols- 
15 ey 10 5 no other Charge. 


tho? not the very ſame. 
S. You ſaid the very ſame. I ha'n't forgor, 
I remember what you ſaid. 


{ Here we were both wery eager in our Expreſſions 
and ſometbing loud. * 


Mr. K. Why there is Baprifm, Aye, that is 2 


very good Reaſon. 
S. Looke, Sir, I'll anſwer to nothing bu: 


Ilolatry, if you talk all Night. Are we guilty 


of ena. or no: 1 
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Lale ſome Hſin: ad dne mY 1 
lacfeney, be fad: | 38 5 
Mr. X. Why no, T cart: cha "us you 83 : 
Idolatry. But I did not-ſay the ſameg>* | 
S. You did, and eforc muſt acknows 


ledge, your ſelf fairly Ned. 7 * 4 


[47 ter which, Mr. Kirby ſhow'd 
2 ent, and then we protec, 
Diſcourſe, 8 Mr. De 1 2 


bo I ſaid, proceeded wow 4 Fulſe e 


8 Jion, in charging thoſe things; which wares 


5 only the Garment s 6 the Chureh, and Mat- 3 
ters of ern and Order : Whish: -was the | 
only Rule, they were accountable to, 4 „ 
tiont, probibired by the Scripture ; - , 
the probivition, extended only to matters of 
Dorint. Saziag, N ev A diiting in the 3 
Corcum? ai: ;als of Religion Was &. Crime, 4 
then to wear the Hat in the 1 A 
it at the Communion,” wo 10 as 
much ratcer for eb as Kneel--1 
ing, Oc. Yo 4 great mam Words were ſpent; : 
not worth. accounting for, daring which be 
ſaid, be'#vecomtent, to be eſteem d Schilmas 1 
tach in Cate be did not prove, a National 4 
Church, to be no true Conſtitured Church of ff 
. Cbriſt, (to which 1 reply d) „ 7 wou'd | 
tbe white matter, depend upon that one Pont 
And therefore worn d meet bim, or any. ot beß 9 
any tim: ; being then ſo ſpone, ' that I ail 
incapable 7 Di pus ing any longer, 2hich b& 
Ai no! ſce m inclin d to. *fo tre Conferences 
ended; being carried cn, 07 both in why 
Perſonal Covi! /ary. | . .- 


FAN 1 „„ 


